librae 
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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
ALTON. 

5th  August,  1950. 


To 

The  Chairman  arid  Members, 

ALTO N URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Public  Health  Report  of 
the  Alton  Urban  District  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Health  Services  of  the  Town,  as  usual,  have  been 
maintained  at  a very  satisfactory  level.  All  questions 
related  to  Health  lave  received  prompt  and  efficient  attention 
The  Town  remined  very  healthy  throughout  the  year  under 
report  and  the  statistical  figures' compare  most  favourably 
with  those  for  the  Country  as  a whole.  The  incidence  of 
Infectious  Diseases  has  bean  low. 

The  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Town  was  held  by  myself  throughout  the  year. 

My  most  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  G.H.  Webb, 
W.C.  Berryman  and  C^L.  Hunt  for  their  most  willirg  and 
efficient  co-operation.  I am  also  indebted  to  the  entire 
Public  Health  Staff  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they 
have  carried  out  their  duties. 


Yours  faithfully, 

T.D.  MURISON. 

Lt.  Col.  I.M.S.  (Retired). 

L.R.C.S.  & P.  (Edin.),  L.R.F.S.  & P.  (Glas), 
D.P.H.  (Edin.) 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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STATISTICS Off THE,.. 

M Ikx 

AliEA 

4,085  Acres 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

£61,445. 

SUB  REIEE SENT  ED  BY  A PENNY  RATE 

£243. 

POPULATION 

8,390. 

1TJM3ER  OP  INHABITED  HOUSES 

2,347. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(1)  BffiEIS  : - 

lj.Yg_Bi,rtbs.f 
Legit  imate 
Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Rato  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales) 

StillJ^irtha.*  lalau  female 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate 


139 

13 


152. 

18.11 

16.7 

IfitaL* 

2 


2. 


Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  & Still)  18.34 

Rate  par  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  & Still) 

England  and  Wales  .39 


mm 

Ail  causes « 

Rate  per  1^000  estimated 
population 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
(England  & Wales ) 


MaXs* 

55 


65  120 
14.30 
11.70 


Infant  Mortality.  (Deaths  under  1 Tear). 
Logiti  mate 

Illegitimate  - 1 


NIL 

*• 

1 

~Tj 
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Deate  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  a ge 

II  il  II  SI  II  1 SI  II  rl 

(England  & Wales  ) 


6.57 

32.00 


DfiaihS-if-PJF,  : - . 

Cancer  (all  ages ) 

Measles  " u 
Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years  ) 


23 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


5Sii^e§_rQ.L  Death  . 

1.  Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro-sp  inal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whoopirg  Cou^h 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory  ) 2 

" (Non-respiratory ) 

Syphilis 
Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & Polio-encephalitis  - 
Acute  infective  encephalitis 
Cancer  (Buccal  Cavity  & Oesophagus  ) 2 

n (stoirach)  1 3 

li  (Breast) 

''  (All  other  sites)  6 

Diabetes 

Intr  a -Cranial  Vascular  lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronehil  is 
Pneumonia 

Other  Respirator  y Diseases 
Ulcer  (Stomach  & Duodenum) 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years  of  sge ) 
Appendicitis 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28.  Nephritis' 

29.  Puerperal  & Post -abortive  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Pranature  Birth 

Congenital  Malfor nati ons,  Birth 
injury  & Infantile  Diseases 
Suicide 

Road  traff  ic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Molss-i  Mai* 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 


2 

1 

3 

6 


4 

4 

3 

12 


6 

15 

2 


3 

31 

5 


3 

2 


9 

46 

7 

7 

3 

1 


1 

3 

6 


30. 

31. 

32. 


33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


1 

3 


1 

1 

2 

6 


55 


65 


120 


The  highest  mortality  resulted  from  Heart  Diseases  and  these  were 
exclusively  amongst  the  aged. 


The  total  number  of  Notifications  for  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  year  excluding  Tuber  culosi  s.  was  98.  Measles,  Whoopirg  Cougn 
and  Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  3D  9 and  40  notifications  respect- 
ively. No  case  of  Diphtheria  or  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  dur- 
ing the  yoar.  A total  of  12  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  i.e.  Pulmonary 
(8;  and  non-pulmonaiy  (4)  were  notified  during  the  jpar.  There  was 
a total  of  70  cases  of  Tuberculosis  both  Pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
on  the  Register  during  the  year  under  report. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28802809 


mmzm-Mmmim  : - 

A total  of  265  Immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
i.e.  158  Primary  and  ID 7 Re-inforci.r^  or  "Booster'*  Inactions. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported  during  the  year, 

IMHL-SI Em 

The  soap ly  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  to  the  town  has  been 
satisfactory  both  as  to  quant  it  y and  quality.  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  taken  from  the  mains  have 
all  proved  satisfactory.  The  water  supplied  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  A very  large  percentage  of  houses  in  the  town 
are  served  with  a mains  supply  and  those  houses  which  are  still 
dependent  on  standpipes  are  being  gradually  given  a mains  supply 
as” more  materials  become  available©  The  scheme  for  the  supply 
of  water  to  Beech  is  still  under  core  ideration  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

All  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board.  Samples  of  effluent  from  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  regularly  sent  for  analysis. 


W3BX&  s- 

The  Sewage  Works,  though  heavily  overloaded  produces  a fair 
effluent.  The  scheme  for  the  alteration  of  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  to  the  alternate  double  fi. Iteration  pr ooess  is  still  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Further  information  has  been  called  for 
by  t he  Ministry  and  the  Consulting  Engineers  are  dealing  with  the 
question. 

musLjmmim 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage  and  the  scavenging 
and  cleaniig  of  roads  footpaths  aid  alleyways  have  been  carried 
out  as  usual  during  the  year.  House  refuse  is  now  disposed  of 
by  the  "controlled  tip"  method  at  Anstey  Mill  Lame.  Every  care 
is  taken  to  keep  the.  working  face  as  snail  as  possible  and  regular 
spraying  is  carried  out  to  keep  flies  under  control. 

mssjMJMmim  2- 

Enforcement  of  the  previsions  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act  1938  was 
necessary  in  respect  of  four  shops  and  the  action  taken  by  the 
persons  on  whom  notices  were  served  was  satisfactory. 

omi hljSUEs  2 - 


The  Council  his  approved  of  three  sites  for  individual  caravans 
These  arc  satisfactory. 

: - 

No  action  tos  been  necessary , 


A total  of  four  verminous  pr  anises  were  brought  to  notice. 
These  were  disinfected  and  cleansed.  In  one  Cease  the  cause  was 
second-hand  bedding,  which  was  destroyed  at  the  request  of  the 
occupier . 

VLSBmSLlSW. 

„ A total  of  11  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Beddipg  was  disinfected  m all  cases. 
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Close  supervision  ins  been  kept  on  restaurants  and  cafes.  Formal 
action  was  necessary  nifoui:  cases. 


mm-Qmm 


A total  of  774  surveys  of  properties  were  carried  out  and  108  in- 
festations were  dealt  with  as  well  as  the  regular  treatment  of  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Pumpirg  Station.  Tests  and  the  poison 
baiting  oi  sewers  were  also  regularly  carried  out. 

FACIQmS  : - 

All  factories  in  the  area  iave  been  kept  under  observation.  Six 
fire  escape  certificates  were  issued.  It  was  necessary  to  issue 
ore  notice  in  respect  of  inadequate  fire  precautions. 

SDHQQLS  : - 


Inspection  of  sanitary  accomodation  and  water  supplies  of  school 
have  been  regularly  carried  out. 

flfflISIffi  : - 


( 1 )  I f , D c C tl  Qn_  Q i _ P.W  cl  lingJ.QUS  . 

(1)  a.  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 
b.  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 
Co  Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Houses 
for  repairs  and  cleanliness 


(32.)  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations 
b.  Number  of  ins  potions  made  for  the 
purpose 

(Hi)  Number  oi  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


103. 

103. 

974. 


Nil. 

Nil. 


Nil. 


(iv)  Number  of  dweLlirg  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  rejects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  42. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  35. 


(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10  & 16  of  t te  Housing 
Act  19  36 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice  - 

a.  By  ownsrs  Nil. 

b.  By  Council  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

a.  Pro oee dims  under  Sections  11  & 13  of 
the  Housing  Act  1936 
Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  tbs 
Housing  Act  1936. 

Proocedirgs  under  Section  iv  of  ike 
Hous  ing  Act  1936. 


b. 


c. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


During  the  year  482  re-inspections  of  works  and  repairs  to 
houses,  including  Council  proper iy  invo  been  nade. 
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Water  supply 

24 

Drainage 

144 

P jgg  tries 

3 

Tents,  vans  etc. 

8 

Factories 

8 

Meat  shops 

10 

Other  food  shops 
Restaurants  am  Cafes 

90 

23 

Fried  Fish  shops 

24 

Dis  infections 

21 

Mis  cell  a mo  us 

98 

• ^ 


(i ) 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  regularly  inspected.  Formal  action 
was  necessary  in  one  case. 

1 toiial^o?  13  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  Close  supervision  is  kept  over  these  premises . One 
premises  via s registered  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream  for 
sale  • 

^T^^Inis^rv^of ^ "lories  have  carried  out  extensions  and  alter- 
ations to  the  slaughterhouse  in  Market  Street.  The  second 
slaughterhouse  has  been  de-requis itionad*  Every  animal 
slaughtered  has  been  inspected.  Full  co-operation  has  boon 
received  both  from  the  Ministry  officials  and  the  slaughter- 
men. 


CARCASES  IjgPECTED  AIg_,COpMED_. 


; Cattle 
! excluding 
1 Cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

i 

Number  lulled 

652 

427 

807 

1900 

116 

Number  injected 

652 

427 

807 

1900 

116 

Whole  carcases  condeimed,  2 

5 

5 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

242 

163 

2 

39 

21 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

1 

tuberculosis 

37.11 

39.34 

0.86 

2.15 

20,68 

lubsiculQsis  onlx. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

33 

** 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemns  d " 

35 

44 

fca 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tabercu  los  is 

1 7.51 

18.03 

- 

i 

l 

Apart  from  moat  condemned  at 
timed  food  has  been  condemned 

TO  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

50  " Corned  Mutton. 

79  tins  Milk. 

30  M Soup. 
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t he  slaughterhouse  the  following 


62  tins  Fish. 

43  ’*  Meat. 

42  ” Vegetables. 

26  11  Fru  it . 


' 

. 


. 


GSi'ERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SffiVICSS. 


The 


as  in 


34 

Cfi 


rovision  of  Health  Services  in  the  area  remain  the  same 
e past.  Their  existence  continue  to  be  of  incalculable 


value  to  the  General  Public.  They  include  t ha  services  of  Local 
Authority  Officers  such  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers, 
Dental  Surgeons,  Inspectors  of  Pood  & Drugs,  Health  Visitors, 
District  Nurse  a rrl  Midwife. 


The  Local  Authority  has  provided  laboratory  facilities  for  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  of  all  food  stuffs.,  milk, 
water-  aid  also  far  the  examination  of  all  clinical  material. 
Provision  has  also  been  made  by  them  for  Child  Welfare  Centres, 

Anti -rntal  <1  Orthopaedic  Clinics.  Facilities  exist  for  nursirg 
in  the  home  by  Hie  provision  of  a District  Nurse  and  Midwife. 

The  Inwood  Cottage  Hospital  and  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
moot  tit.  requirements  of  t±lg  Town  in  the  matter  of  the  treatment 
of  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  as  well  as  those  of  an  infectious 
nature.  Provision  has  also  boon  made  for  the  care  and  treatment 
of  cases  of  small  pox,  orthopaedic,  puerpural  sepsis  and  ophtfelmia 
neonatorum  as  well  as  maternity,  in  Institutions  outside  the  area. 
Sanitaria  for  the  reception  am  care  of  Tuberculosis  exist  at 
Chandler  fs  Fore  and  Bis  hops  toke  vhore  cases  from  the  area  are 
admitted. 


Two  Maternity  and  Nursirg  Homes  maintained  by  private  enterprise 
arc  situated  in  the  area.  These  premia  os  are  registered  and 
regularly  visited  and  inspected  by  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Thd  regular  inspection  of  ‘‘‘Boarded  out"  children  .Is  carried  out  by 
Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  and  the  submission  of  necessary 
returns  in  regard  to  now  admissions  is  made  to  the  Local  Authority, 

An  Ambulance  .Service  is  maintained  for  the  transportion  of 
infectious  cases  as  well  as  for  accidents. 


FACTORIES 


__  ACT,  1937 
Par  t _l_of  _thg  c t. 


Number  on 
RegLst  or. 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Section 
1.2. 3. 4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

(2) . Factories  not  ipcludcd.in 
( 1 J in  war ch , Sec yi  on  7 is 
enforced  by  tne  Local 
Authority 

(3) J3ther  Premises  in  ..which, 

Se  eti  op vi  s en  fo  reed  by  thi 
Local  Authority 


e 


12 


47 


b — 

60 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  ware  found. 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inade q uate  vent  i la ti  on 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


oanit 


ary  Conveniences 
a)  insufficient 
bj  unsuitable  or  defective 
c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
er  offences"  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relatiig  to 
0 utwork  ) 


)0th 


-fi- 


Inspections 

Number  of 
wntren  notices 

10 

- 

42' 

- 

2 

to* 

54 

- 

J&uMi 

i 

gemedipdj. 

to* 

1 

1 

- 

( 1 

f 1 

■ ' 1 


' 


. 
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